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The Problem

"Can you just add a column to that report?"

Sound familiar? Your users don't really want reports.
They want answers. They want to slice, filter, drill down, and compare.

The old approach:
Build a new RDLC report  deploy  repeat forever

The modern approach:
Connect Power BI  empower users to answer their own questions
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Session Agenda

1.  Standard Power BI Apps for Business Central

     What ships out of the box and how to make the most of it

2.  Dimensions & the Data Analysis View

     Self-service analytics without writing a single line of code

3.  Building Custom Power BI Reports

     Connectors, data modelling, and best practices

4.  Embedding Power BI in Business Central

     FactBoxes, page panels, and the full integration experience

5.  The Real Skill: Asking the Right Questions

     How to align analytics with actual business needs
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Understanding the Analytics Pyramid

Not everyone needs the same data ñ understand 
who you are building for

LEADERSHIP  Č  Strategic dashboards
KPIs, trends, company-wide health. Minimal detail, 

maximum clarity.

MANAGEMENT  Č  Operational reports
Aged debt, sales by rep, inventory turnover. 

Actionable and filterable.

OPERATIONS  Č  Transactional detail
Posted entries, item ledger, document lists. Data 

accuracy is critical.
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Data aggregation

ÅData aggregation is the process where raw data is gathered and expressed in a 
summary form for statistical analysis.

ÅWhat makes data valuable is the extraction of insights that point to key trends, 
results, and give a better understanding of the information at hand.
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Data granularity

ÅData aggregation is the 
process of combining 
multiple pieces of data into 
a single, summarized value, 
while granularity refers to 
the level of detail within a 
dataset.

ÅAggregation reduces 
detail, creating broader 
views, while higher 
granularity provides more 
specific information.



Analyze: What needs to be in the report?

How do you want to use the report?

What level of detail is required?

How does the data need to be visualized?
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Are you going to print, email, share the report?

Do you want to be able to make changes yourself?

9

Analytics needs in organizations
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Standard Power BI Apps

Č 1

Microsoft provides ready-to-use Power BI apps for Business Central.
Available from AppSource, free, maintained, and regularly updated.
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Power BI Apps from AppSource

100+ pre -built reports across all core functional areas:

Finance & Accounting
Income statement, balance sheet, cash flow, aged receivables/payables

Sales & CRM
Sales by customer, item, period. Pipeline and opportunity analysis.

Purchasing & Inventory
Purchase analytics, vendor performance, inventory turnover, stock levels.

Manufacturing & Projects
Production orders, capacity utilization, job cost analysis.

Tip: Use these as your baseline ñ customize only what business requires
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Power BI Apps from AppSource

100+ pre -built reports across all core functional areas:
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Power BI Apps from AppSource

100+ pre -built reports across all core functional areas:



18

Power BI Apps from AppSource

Prerequisites
ÅBC Saas only 

Å these apps don't work on-premises

ÅPower BI PRO license required for: 
Å the person who installs the app, the person who refreshes data, 

Åand every user who views the reports. 

ÅPower BI Premium Capacity is an alternative.

ÅBC version matters 
Å the current apps require BC 27.0+. 

Å there are separate versions for 26.2ς26.5 and 25.2ς26.1.
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Power BI Apps from AppSource

How it works τ two parts
Each app is actually two things that need to work together:

ωConnector (AL) app

ωcontains the APIs, setup pages, and embed pages. 

ωAlready preinstalled in BC, nothing to do here.

ωPower BI template app

ωthe actual semantic model and reports. 

ωyou install this from Microsoft Marketplace.
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Power BI Apps from AppSource

ÅInstallation steps

1. Go to the install link for your BC version (e.g. https://aka.ms/bc-pbi-finance-app for 
Finance on BC 27+) and click Get it now

2. Sign in with your Power BI account

3. During authentication: choose OAuth2 and set Privacy level to Organizational

4. Choose a Power BI workspace for the app (Microsoft recommends one workspace per app)

5. Repeat for each functional area you want
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Power BI Apps from AppSource

ÅConfiguration (in BC)
ÅAfter installation, run the Connect to Power BI assisted setup guide in BC, or configure manually 

via the Power BI Connector Setup page. 

ÅIt walks you through:
ÅCalendar type 

Å Fiscal, Standard, or Weekly (default is Fiscal)

ÅUTC offset 

Å important if your Power BI data center is in a different region

ÅDate table range 

Å auto-populated from your accounting periods, but extend manually if budgets go beyond

ÅWork days 

Å defaults to MonςFri

ÅReport mapping 

Å link each functional area to the correct Power BI workspace
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Power BI Apps from AppSource

ÅPerformance tip
ÅOn the Power BI Connector Setup page you can set a Start/End date filter per app to limit how much data loads into the 

semantic model. 

Å Important for large environments, Finance especially, where loading all G/L entries can be slow.

ÅPer-company setup
ÅThe apps work per company. 

Å If you have multiple companies in one BC environment, you need to install and configure a separate template app for each 
company, each in its own Power BI workspace.

ÅFull install docs 
Åhttps://learn.microsoft.com/en-us/dynamics365/business-central/across-powerbi-install-business-central-apps 
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Dimensions & Data Analysis

Č 2

Slice your G/L and other ledgers without writing code.
Dimensions are the secret weapon most BC users never fully use.
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The Data Analysis View

Built into BC ñ no Power BI license required

What it does:
Pivot table-style analysis of any BC list page
Add columns, group rows, filter, and summarize on the fly
Save and share named analysis views with colleagues

When to use it:
Ad-hoc analysis that changes too often to build a fixed report
Empowering power users to explore data themselves
Quick answers that don't justify a full Power BI report build
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Dimensions: Your Analytics Foundation

Dimensions define how your data can be sliced ñ plan them carefully

Common dimension examples:
Department, Cost Center, Project, Region, Salesperson, Customer Group

Best practices:
Train users: consistent posting = consistent reporting
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The Data Analysis View

ÅPermissions:
ÅDATA ANALYSIS - EXEC permission set 

Åexecute permission on the system object 
Å9640 Allow Data Analysis mode.

ÅNot available on some list pages:
ÅDevelopers can disable analysis mode on specific pages by using the 

AnalysisModeEnabled property in AL.
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The Data Analysis View

ÅGet started:
ÅOpen the list page or query.

ÅSelect the Enter analysis mode button.

ÅUse the different areas to manipulate, summarize, and analyze data.

ÅWhen you want to stop the analysis mode, select the Leave analysis mode button.
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The Data Analysis View
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The Data Analysis View

ÅThe main area:
Åthe data area (1)

Åsummary bar (2)

Åtabs bar (5).

ÅThe data manipulation 
area
Åcolumns (3) 

Åanalysis filters (4).
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The Data Analysis View

ÅData area (1)
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The Data Analysis View

ÅData area (1)
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The Data Analysis View

ÅSummary bar (2)
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The Data Analysis View

ÅColumns (3)
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The Data Analysis View

ÅColumns (3): Add 
fields from related 
tables
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The Data Analysis View

ÅAnalysis filters (4)
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The Data Analysis View

ÅOn the analysis tab, select the down arrow, and then select Copy link.
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The Data Analysis View

ÅQueries!
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The Data Analysis View

ÅAnalysis assist is a Copilot for the analysis mode on list pages in 
Business Central.


